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The Wisconsin Paralyzed Veterans of America is a non-profit organization.  We do not ask for or receive 

money from any federal or state agencies.  All of our funds are received mainly from donations.  The Paralyzed 

Veterans of America is the name of our parent organization, it is chartered by the United States congress. All 

members of the Paralyzed Veterans of America, have sustained a spinal cord injury, disease or dysfunction.  If 

you have any questions or would like to make a donation to our organization write to the address listed above or 

call the numbers listed within.  

DISCLAIMER         

Any articles that appear in this newsletter are the opinion of the author of said articles and  not necessarily those 

of its members, Board of Directors, or that of the organization. Any advertising that appears in this newsletter is 

paid for by the business, organization, or person placing the advertisement.  The Wisconsin Paralyzed Veterans 

of America by printing said advertisements shall not be held liable for any claims of any kind against said busi-

ness, organization, or person.   

 

The Wisconsin Paralyzed Veterans of Americaôs newsletter is published monthly.  Any and all articles must be 

in the office before the 16th of publication.  The editor or assistant have the right to edit all articles for space, 

punctuation, clarity, and the addition of necessary graphs.  Letters to the editor of 200 words or less will have 

priority for publication.  All letters and articles MUST be type written and clear for scanning.  

 
Be nice to your Editor       
Editor Chancy Williamson  
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PRESIDENT REPORT                                                                                     

Phillip E. Rosenberg,         September Report 2009 

I will start off this report with information on the National Vet-

erans Wheelchair Games. Spokane was a very interesting place, 

and for the most part I really enjoyed my stay there.  The Hotel 

Davenport was luxurious, and there were many fine eating estab-

lishments not to far from the Hotel.  I did not do as well in my 

events, but managed to get 1 gold, 2 silver, and a bronze. The 

whole Spokane area was very picturesque, and I got to see a 

little more of it than I anticipated.   

 

Going to registration on Monday I got the gold in the curb diver 

event.  A volunteer was going to be helpful and started pushing 

me to the bus, as our speed increased I looked back to tell him 

to slow down, and guess what?  There was no one behind my. 

Before I could regain control of my chair I was off the curb doing 

that rumbling, tumbling stuff.  I received a few abrasions to my 

elbow, and my shoulder was a little sore, but it is not like I had 

not done that before.  Anyway, I competed in a couple of events 

like rugby, air guns, and bowling. 

 

  After Wednesdays rugby match I was having trouble catching 

my breath and I ended up in the Spokane VA.  After a few x-rays 

they determined that I broke a rib and cracked another.  With 

two events to go, the Drs. suggested that I could compete in 

activities that were not to strenuous.  I had trouble convincing 

Dr. Lee that I was OK to go, but he finally relinquished and let 

me compete in those events.  

 

Like I said I really enjoyed my trip out there.  And the moral of 

the story is that when someone says I got you, make sure they 

do, because broken ribs hurt. 

 

An issue has been brought to my attention by the President of 

the Gateway Chapter in St. Louis. It seems that members from 

his chapter had some very bad treatment flying back and forth to 

the games. I know Gus and I also had problems with transfers. 

The President of Gateway wants to get National PVA involved, 

and get after the Airlines industry for better treatment. If you 

have any horror stories about flying, please send a written copy 

of what happened to the office.   

 

The weekend after we returned from the NVWG we held our 

annual Trapshoot at the Brown County Sportsmenõs club in 

Green Bay.  We had an excellent turn out for this event with it 

being one of the best attended shoots of the year.  There were 

also twenty five Junior and Sub-Junior participants taking advan-

tage of our program through the assistance we received from the 

NRA.   

The weekend started out with a little rain, but the wind picked 

up and blew the rain clouds away. Unfortunately, the wind stuck 

around for the rest of the weekend.  The Wisconsin team took 

first place, and the other winners will be published in the news-

letter.  I want to thank Paul, Gus, and Teresa for all their hard 

work in organizing this event. And special thanks to the Brown 

County Sportsmenõs club and its volunteers for making this event 

a success.  We look forward to working with them again next 

year. 

 

With their being no rest for the wicked, the next Wednesday I 

represented the chapter at the National Wheelchair Softball As-

sociation Tournament held at the Milwaukee County Zoo from 

August 5th to the 7th.  WPVA helped sponsor this event, and as a 

member of the NWSA hall of fame, I was asked to throw out the 

first pitch. There was some very exciting softball games played 

during the week with the WPVA War hawks involved in some of 

them.  I was especially proud of our team as they played an ex-

cellent game against the Nebraska Barons, loosing 3 to 1 in the 

end.  The Barons were able to repeat as the National Champi-

ons, and the WPVA team finished 5th in division I.  This is the best 

finish in several years.  Special thanks to the ZOO, Denise Ott, 

Al Neu, and all the volunteers for their efforts in putting on a 

class event. 

 

On Sunday the ninth, I volunteered with the National Wild Tur-

key Federation (NWTF) to assist disabled youth with shooting 

techniques. This was a fun event, and I would like to thank Jim 

Lutzen and the NWTF for sponsoring this event and giving the 

youth instruction on hunting opportunities. 

 

I see some good things happening at the VAMC.  There is much 

construction going on in several areas.  Ken, Gus and I sat in on a 

planning session on July 24, and some minor excavation has be-

gun. This is a good sign as it looks like the new center is on itsõ 

way. After all those thirty plus years of hearing about a new SCI 

Center my skepticism is on the decline.  

 

The SCI Center held a fortieth anniversary party on August 3rd at 

the Lake Wheeler pavilion. It was good to see so many old staff 

members in attendance and catch up on what they are doing 

now.  All had a good time reminiscing about the past.  On an-

other note, there is a new smoking policy at the VAMC. It is 

included in this newsletter. 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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GOVERNMENT RELATIONS DIRECTORS REPORT         

Gus Sorenson,  September Report 2009 

The executive committee has been in charge of the office opera-

tions now that we no longer have an Executive Director. We 

have decided that we need one person in charge at the office.  

We hope to name this person by the end of the month.  

 

At this time the Chapter is doing well financially, and is well 

within limits of our budget. Paul has been working on a new 

budget for next year, but there are many variables that we can 

not in place until after the PVA National convention. Once we 

have those pieces of the puzzle are in we can determine if we 

can look to hire a new Executive Director or not. I look forward 

to see what is decided at the convention, and hopefully it will be 

good news for the chapters. 

As you can see, we have been very busy this month. The next big 

event is the Tailgate Party, for more details contact the office. I 

will close on that note. As always if you have any concerns, 

please contact me. 

 

Sincerely: 

Phillip E. Rosenberg 
President. 

New SCI Center Update:  Although I still find it hard to believe, 

they are getting the area ready for construction of the new SCI 

Center at Zablocki.  The òConstruction Kick-off Meetingsó re-

garding the new SCI Center will be taking place every Wednes-

day to update the primary interested parties.  Jim MacMorran, 

the head guy of the Minneapolis SCI project has pledged his full 

support and after speaking with some of the Minnesota PVA 

members I know and they tell me his word is good. 

 

Sometime in the future a few of us [are you interested?] are go-

ing to be traveling to the òGolden Gopheró land to scope out 

there new home [it was quite impressive in the PN article].  

Comparing and contrasting the Hines and Minneapolis Centers 

should be very interesting.  Hopefully we can apply the best of 

both worlds to our new Center. 

 

There is going to be a lot of construction going on in and around 

Zablocki.  Parking is going to be particularly bad until they work 

out some sort of new òsystemó and the bugs that come with it.  

We will have to be patient yet at the same time adamant that the 

SCI patients needs are taken care of. 

Iõm gearing up for the Annual Meeting of the Paralyzed Veterans 

of America [PVA] Association of Chapter Government Relations 

Directors in Washington, D.C. from September 13-17th.  As 

Chair of this organization I have 1 more year to go in this posi-

tion until someone else takes the helm.  We decided on term 

limits a few years ago to spread the responsibility around and no 

one has to worry about a lifetime in an elected position. 

 

The Nice Ash Cigar Bar in downtown Waukesha, Wisconsin will 

be holding another event for us Sunday, August 23rd and on the 

September 27th.  I simply have to make time to journey to down-

town Waukesha to meet Joette and Joe Barta who have certainly 

done a bang up job for us with this fund raiser.  Kim Michlowski 

has high praise for them and that is a solid gold reference as far 

as Iõm concerned. 

 

In Philõs report his remarks were not fully correct regarding the 

Annual Tailgate Party.  Yes, this event will take place Friday, Sep-

tember 4th and will be conducted in the normal manner with one 

major exception. 

 

All of the monies [over and above what has been budgeted] 

needed to cover the cost of this event have not been raised yet.  

I promised the BOD I will make sure these extra expenses will 

be secured but I need your help.  I need you to pledge a nice 

sized donation and either mail it to the chapter office to my in-

tention or let me know you will be bringing it to the tailgate 

party.  Please do it with a check because that gives us the infor-

mation we need you send you your donation receipt.  Ques-

tions?  Call me at the chapter office. 

 

Coming up in short order are the National Veterans Wheelchair 

Games in Spokane, Washington closely followed by our Annual 

Trapshoot in Green Bay, Wisconsin.  Summer is here and in full 

swing.  Get out and have some fun before winter comes roaring 

back to the Western Shores.  On that upbeat note I will sign off 

until next month. 

 

Faithfully submitted, 

Gustave R. òGusó Sorenson, 

WPVA Government Relations Director 
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GRO & ADVOCACY  REPORT                                   

August D. Krieser       September Report 2009 

This report is being consolidated for the sake of brevity and for 

WPVA members and associates to check out the legislative ac-

tions that have a direct impact on them through the various web-

sites available such as the http://thomas.loc.gov/ site. Such web-

sites will present you with more timely updates on bills pre-

sented in Congress than can be given by the time you receive the 

newsletter. Such action will also give you a feeling of òbeing a 

part ofó the legislative process and the ability to contact your 

respective Congressperson or Senator in a timely manner once 

you familiarize yourself in navigating the websites. This report 

will present you with highlights, giving you the opportunity to 

give your opinion to your legislators via e-mail or telephone. 

 

On June 23rd, the House passed H.R. 1016, a bill that will prop-

erly fund the VA in all aspects (advance appropriations). The vote 

was 409-1, a strong vote in favor of this measure. The Senate 

version (S.423) was brought before the Senate Veteransõ Affairs 

Committee on July 8th, read twice before the Senate body and 

placed on the Senate calendar. No action has yet been taken 

since that date. It is hoped the Senate will approve this bill and 

sent to a conference committee. Then it can be sent to the 

President for approval and signed into law. 

 

O ther legislation of interest is H.R. 3082, bill that also assures 

proper military and VA funding. This bill was passed by the 

House by a vote of 415-3. However, the Senate companion bill 

(S.1407) has made it past the Senate Veteransõ Affairs Commit-

tee, read before the Senate body, but no further action has been 

taken at this time. 

 

A bill of salient interest to PVA members is H.R. 1335. This bill 

would eliminate copayments for catastrophically disabled veter-

ans enrolled in Priority Group 4. On July 9th, the bill was for-

warded to the House Veteransõ Affairs Committee from the 

House Veterans Affairs Subcommittee on Health and approved 

by the full House Committee on Veterans Affairs. The Senate 

version (S.821) was read before the Senate for the second time 

on April 2nd and referred to the Senate Veterans ôAffairs Com-

mittee. The bill is still in this Committee and no action has been 

taken on the Senate at this time. H.R. 1293 is also of great im-

portance to our membership. This is the Disabled Veterans 

Home Improvement and Structural Alteration Grant Increase 

Act of 2009 (HISA). This bill includes funding for non-service 

connected veterans and will increase the present grant substan-

tially in order to cover the escalating building supplies and labor 

costs to make a residence accessible for the disabled veteran. 

 

 

Other hearings were conducted by the House Veteransõ Affairs 

Committee, Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity to review 

the status of the Post 9/11 GI Bill. This was the second hearing 

and was conducted because of concerns that the new GI Bill may 

not be ready for qualified veterans this fall. 

 

The House Veteransõ Affairs Committee, Subcommittee on Dis-

ability Assistance and Memorial Affairs held a hearing on June 18th 

to investigate the backlog of claims. This year the VA is averaging 

over 80,000 new claims added to the present inventory of exist-

ing claims each month. 

 

The Community Living Assistance and Supports Act (CLASS Act) 

was marked up on July 7th by the Senate Health, Employment, 

Labor, and Pensions Committee (HELP) with only one amend-

ment. This Act has been explained and written about in previous 

articles. Status and actions may be seen on http://thomas.loc.gov/ 

by typing in CLASS Act in the word/phrase section. 

 

On June 16th, PVAõs Advocacy staff had another meeting with 

Amtrak. Assurances were given that Amtrak will proceed with its 

planned ADA improvements for FY2010. Amtrak did ask PVA 

for assistance in seeking an extension of the 2010 deadline, but 

PVA will not support such a request. 

 

On June 9th, Senators Max Baucus (D-MT) and Kent Conrad (D-

ND) introduced S.1213 (Patient-Centered Outcomes Research 

Act of 2009.The bill would create a nonprofit institute that 

would be responsible for setting national healthcare research 

priorities. More can be found on the thomas website concerning 

this bill. 

 

Previous articles have urged WPVA members to visit your local 

county veteransõ service officers (CVSO). They are listed in the 

telephone directory under county offices. Many educational, 

grants, and various loan plans are available that may be of inter-

est to you and may be qualified to use.  

 

I do not mean this to appear to be acidic, but I, as well as other 

WPVA members would like to hear how you are promoting 

WPVA in your communities. Building a good rapport through 

ADA advocacy, becoming involved in community activities is an 

excellent promotional vehicle. It also demonstrates a genuine 

interest in your community while giving credence to WPVAõs 

principles and core values. The newsletter editor, staff, board of 

directors, and especially fellow members would welcome news-

letter articles of your advocacy efforts within your respective 

communities. Your efforts may give other members the impetus 

to do the same. Submit your articleséYOU are WPVA! 

 

 

Respectfully yours,  

August D. Krieser   

 Legislative/Advocacy Chairman - WPVA          

http://thomas.loc.gov/
http://thomas.loc.gov/
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An Editorial Note 

 
 I would like to inform the WPVA members and associates members that there is going to be a change in the Dairyland  Newslet-

ter.  We are going to try a new format. There will be more e-mail newsletters, but you will still receive six newsletters a year.  We're 

always looking for more input on the newsletter or web site, please feel free to contact me or the office with any suggestions that you 

may have. 

 

 I will stay involved with the newsletter and communication decisions but not as active as previously.  I will stay a board member until 

my term is up for election.  I would like to thank all the WPVA members and the board members for their input over the years while I 

was editing the newsletter.  It's been a pleasure working with everyone.  If any member would like to learn how to put a newsletter 

together please contact me or the WPVA office.   

 

 I also would like to thank Rosana Lazcano for showing me how to use Microsoft publisher, she was a big help getting this newsletter 

where  it is today.  Rosana has spent a lot of her time at our office working with the Dairyland Newsletter. She also designed the cover 

page. I would also like to thank the WPVA office staff for their help each month with the newsletter. 

Thank You All 

 

Chancy Williamson ,Senior editor, Board Member 

Challenge Walk MS 

3-Days, 50 Miles (30-mile option available) 

Door County, Wisconsin 

September 18 - 20, 2009 
 

The event will CHALLENGE you. The experience will CHANGE you. 
 

Challenge Walk MS is a three-day, 50-mile (30-mile option available) experience that tests your strength and your spirit, and makes an 

extraordinary difference in the lives of the 400,000 people throughout the U.S. living with multiple sclerosis. 

 
Every mile you walk means more dollars to help those facing daily challenges of living with MS. A minimum fundraising goal of 

$1,500 is required  and weõll be with you every step of the way, with fund raising tools, training schedules, group support and much 

more. Plus, with our powerful online fundraising tools, weõve made it easier then ever for your friends and family to contribute to your 

Walk. Go to Your Walk Center. 

 
Share the Experience with a Team 

Share your Challenge Walk experience by starting a team. Any group of two or more people can form a team, and there are plenty of 

places to find members - friends, family, your company or your community.  

Learn more about teams. 

 
Support 

Challenge Walk MS is a fully supported event. You train and fundraise and we'll take care of you at the event. 

Stay with us  at beautiful Wagon Trail Resort in Door County. 

 
Learn More 

Want to know more about the Challenge Walk before signing up?  

Contact us at challengewalkMS@wisms.org or by calling 800-242-3358. 
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Veterans Bills signed .  On Monday, July 20th, Gov. Doyle 

signed into law three bills to honor veterans:  2009 Wisconsin 

Act 35 designates July 27 as Korean War Armistice Day  in 

Wisconsin, in recognition of the honor and sacrifice of those 

who served in the Korean War and their families, and March 29 

as Vietnam Veterans Day , in recognition of the 1,239 Wis-

consin veterans who are listed on the Vietnam Memorial Wall in 

Washington, D.C.; and, 2009 Wisconsin Act 40 relates to the 

cash value of life insurance regarding eligibility for the veterans 

assistance program, expanding the Assistance to Needy Veterans 

Grant Program by exempting the first $50,000 of cash value of 

life insurance from consideration when determining if a veteran 

or unremarried spouse and dependent children are eligible for an 

assistance payment or health care aid.  For information on these 

and other bills go to www.WisVets.com/Legislation.  

 

2009 Purple Heart Day observance at King .  Purple Heart 

Day in Wisconsin is observed on August 7 of each year.  The 

Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs and Wisconsinõs Mili-

tary Order of the Purple Heart held the 2009 Purple Heart Day 

ceremony at 11:00 a.m. at the Bandstand in Quadrangle Park at 

the Wisconsin Veterans Home at King.  See www.WisVets.com/

PurpleHeart.  

 

Welcome Home Day at the Ballpark .  Around 225 veterans 

and their families participated in a Welcome Home Celebration 

event on July 12, 2009 held by the William S. Middleton VA Hos-

pital, the Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs, and the 

Madison Mallards baseball club in Madison.  WDVA had an infor-

mation table along the entrance.  Throwing out the ceremonial 

first pitch were Iraq War veteran Patrick Moore, Jennifer Jaqua 

of Middleton VA Hospital, Wisconsin Military Affairs Adjutant 

General Donald Dunbar, WDVA Acting Secretary Ken Black, 

and Wisconsin State Senator Mark Miller.  See WDVAõs 

òMission: Welcome Homeó webpage at www.WisVets.com/

WelcomeHome and go to òNews Articles.ó 

 

WDVA at the Dane County Fair for Military Apprecia-

tion Day .  The Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs, along 

with other providers, participated in the Dane County Fair, pro-

viding information about veteransõ benefits.  It was part of Mili-

tary Appreciation Day on July 16th, a day during which all veter-

ans and their families received free admission to the fair.   

 

Veterans Career Fair in Milwaukee .  About 400 veterans 

and others came to a Veterans Career Fair at the Zablocki VA 

Medical Center in Milwaukee July 21st.  WDVA staffed an infor-

mation booth that included materials about the òMission: Wel-

come Homeó program to assist veterans integrating from military 

to everyday life. 

 

Stars and Stripes Sunday honors member of the mili-

tary .  The Milwaukee Brewers honored U.S. Marine Corps SSgt. 

Anthony E. Mauro of Cudahy, before the July 26 baseball game at 

Miller Park.  The Milwaukee Brewers, along with WDVAõs 

òMission: Welcome Homeó program, has brought about recogni-

tion to recent returning veterans from their deployments in Op-

eration Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom.  These 

service members were honored for their outstanding military 

service that went above and beyond the call of duty.  Each hon-

oree receives pregame recognition.  These veterans and their 

families receive free tickets for the Milwaukee Brewers home 

game for which they are being honored.  In addition, the Brewers 

established òStars and Stripes Sundays.ó  At each Sunday home 

game, the Milwaukee Brewers Baseball Club has donated Two 

Free Terrace Level Tickets to all Active Duty Armed Forces Ser-

vice Members and/or Retired Military Service Members with 

proper Identification at the time of the game.  Active Duty Mem-

bers and/or Retired Military Service Members can go to the VIP 

Ticket Window at Miller Park to receive these Two Free Stars 

and Stripes Sunday Home tickets when available and while sup-

plies last for that particular home game.  To learn more about 

the Mission: Welcome Home program, visit www.WisVets.com/

WelcomeHome. 

 

Upcoming WDVA Supermarkets of Veterans Benefits .  

Supermarkets of Veterans Benefits are part of WDVAõs òI Owe 

Youó program of outreach to inform veterans and their families 

about federal and state benefits and how they may be eligible to 

receive them.  Upcoming events will take place on:  Sep. 11 in 

conjunction with Fort McCoy Retiree Appreciation Day at the 

Wisconsin Military Academy at Fort McCoy; Sep. 26 at the 

United Community Center (Centro de la Comunidad Unida) in 

Milwaukee; and, Oct. 7-8 at the National Guard Armory in 

Marshfield.  Go to www.WisVets.com/Supermarkets to learn 

more details. 

 

 

Military Recognition Day at the Wisconsin State Fair .  

The Wisconsin State Fair runs from August 6-16, 2009 at the 

fairgrounds in West Allis.  Wal-Mart Military Recognition Day is 

Sunday, August 16 in the Central Mall and includes a Memorial 

Service on the Amphitheater and Bazaar Stages at 11:00 a.m., 

Veteran and Military displays throughout the day, and a Veterans 

Parade in the Central Mall at 2:00 p.m.  WDVA will have an in-

formation table available.  Veterans and active duty, guard and 

reserves personnel will receive $3 off adult Fair admission with 

valid coupon before 3:00 p.m. any day of the Wisconsin State 

Fair.  Coupons are available at participating Wisconsin Wal-Mart 

stores beginning July 1, 2009.  Coupons may be redeemed at any 

of the Fair Admission gates and are valid any day of the 2009 

Fair.  For this and other WDVA events, visit www.WisVets.com/

Events. 

(continue on next page) 

WDVA UPDATE August 2009 

http://www.wisvets.com/Legislation
http://dva.state.wi.us/Docs/PurpleHeartDay2009.pdf
http://dva.state.wi.us/Docs/PurpleHeartDay2009.pdf
http://www.wisvets.com/PurpleHeart
http://www.wisvets.com/PurpleHeart
http://www.wisvets.com/WelcomeHome
http://www.wisvets.com/WelcomeHome
http://www.wisvets.com/WelcomeHome
http://www.wisvets.com/WelcomeHome
http://www.wisvets.com/Supermarkets
http://www.wisvets.com/Events
http://www.wisvets.com/Events
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LZ Lambeau .  LZ Lambeau, Wisconsinõs òwelcome homeó to 

its Vietnam Veterans will be held in Green Bay on May 21-23, 

2010.  The weekend will include numerous activities to welcome 

home and thank Vietnam Veterans and their families.  Project 

partners include the Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs, 

Wisconsin Historical Society and Wisconsin Public Television.  In 

addition the LZ Lambeau advisory group includes numerous vet-

eransõ organizations from around the state.  To learn more about 

the event and to register for updates visit www.lzlambeau.org. 

 

Badger Football Salute .  The Wisconsin Badgers Football 

2009 Annual Salute to Veterans will take place before the Sep-

tember 19 game versus the Wofford (SC) Terriers.  A Hospital-

ity Tent will be available for veterans, their families and the public 

from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. in the GAR Memorial Park at Camp Ran-

dall, and the University of Wisconsin Athletic Department, the 

UW Marching Band, and the Wisconsin Department of Veterans 

Affairs will honor veterans during a pre-game ceremony just 

prior to the 11:00 a.m. kickoff.  To enter a drawing for a free 

ticket for themselves and a guest, veterans must submit an entry 

by August 14, 2009 at 4:30 p.m.  Details and ticket request are 

linked on the Sep. 19 event listing at www.WisVets.com/Events. 

 

Wisconsin Veterans Museum .  The Wisconsin Veterans Mu-

seum, operated by the Wisconsin Department of Veterans Af-

fairs, is dedicated to the citizen-soldiers of our state.  The mu-

seum affirms, commemorates and acknowledges the achieve-

ments and sacrifices of Wisconsin veterans in Americaõs military 

past.  To learn more about the museumõs award-winning galler-

ies, current exhibits, research center, National Guard gallery, 

collections, education center, map, directions and hours as well 

as tour options and gift shops, visit www.museum.dva.state.wi.us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ed Freeman 
 

You're a 19 year old kid. You're critically wounded, and dying in 

the jungle in the Ia Drang Valley , 11-14-1965, LZ X-ray, Viet-

nam . Your infantry unit is out numbered 8-1, and the enemy fire 

is so intense, from 100 or 200 yards away, that your own Infan-

try Commander has ordered the MediVac helicopters to stop 

coming in.  

 

You're lying there, listening to the enemy machine guns, and you 

know you're not getting out. Your family is half way around the 

world, 12,000 miles away and you'll never see them again. As the 

world starts to fade in and out, you know this is the day.  
 

 

 

Then, over the machine gun noise, you faintly hear that sound of 

a helicopter, and you look up to see an un-armed Huey, but it 

doesn't seem real, because no Medi-Vac markings are on it.  

 

Ed Freeman is coming for you. He's not Medi-Vac, so it's not his 

job, but he's flying his Huey down into the machine gun fire, after 

the Medi-Vacs were ordered not to come.  

 

He's coming anyway..  

 

And he drops it in, and sits there in the machine gun fire, as they 

load 2 or 3 of you on board.  

 

Then he flies you up and out through the gunfire, to the doctors 

and nurses.  

 

And, he kept coming back, 13 more times and took about 30 of 

you and your buddies out, who would never have gotten out.  

 

Medal of Honor Recipient, Ed Freeman, died on Wednesday, 

March 25th, 2009 at the age of 80, in Boise, ID. May God 

rest his soul.  

Ed Freeman Medal of Honor recipient dies 

WDVA UPDATE August 2009 

http://www.lzlambeau.org/
file:///C:/Users/admin/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/F954TRN1/www.WisVets.com/Events
http://www.museum.dva.state.wi.us/
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                                     !!!!ATTENTION SMOKERS!!!! 

 

The Milwaukee VA Medical Center has implemented a new smoking policy that took affect July 31, 

2009. The policy of this medical center is to encourage and promote good health practices for patients, employ-

ees and the community at large. Smoking will only be allowed in the designated smoking area, which is located in 

the SCI Center parking lot. Smoking is prohibited within 35 feet of all buildings and Smoke Free Zones on the 

grounds. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 WPVA is looking for stories from any wheelchair persons who have experienced problems with 

any airline disability service.  

  

We have heard horror stories from persons flying to this years Wheelchair Games  In Spokane that the airlines 

have untrained persons in their disability services. This is a real problem and WPVA would like to address this 

issue before the next games. You can email us your story to info@wisconsinpva.org 

mailto:info@wisconsinpva.org> or mail them to WPVA, Attn: Stories, 2311 S.108^th St, West Allis, WI, 53227. 

Please limit your stories to 100 words or less. 

                                           HANDICAP ADAPTED 2006 F150 SUPERCAB 
 
POWER TURNY SEAT(Model TAS2500=reupolstered to match other seats), HAND CONTROLS,  STEERING KNOB       

WHEELCHAIR FOLDED FITS BEHIND DRIVER SEAT 4WD,  5.4,  TOW PK,  17K, BEDLINER, SOFT ROLLUP TONNEAU COVER   

 

$24,400.00/NEG.  

 

PLEASE CALL 715-675-2720,  Wausau, Wi  

  

 

                        

                                        

mailto:info@wisconsinpva.org
mailto:info@wisconsinpva.org
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WPVA Van Donation  

 

WPVA was recently asked by the widow of a member to honor one of his last requests.  They have asked us to 

donate their well maintained wheelchair lift equipped (DMC Conversion) 1992 Ford E-150 Van, an electric 

wheelchair, and a shower chair to a WPVA member who is a non-service connected veteran with SCI/D.  This 

is a òpackage donationó and cannot be split up. 

 

¶    The van is equipped with a power lift, tie downs, and a raised roof. 

¶ This vehicle does not have hand controls or power doors. 

¶ The items are in good working condition, but the electric wheelchair may need a battery. 

¶ WPVA Board of Directors and staff are not eligible for this offer. 

 
You must submit in writing the reason you think you qualify for this van no later than September 

15th . 

¶ All of these items are donated as is.  

¶ WPVA is not liable for any problems that may arise in the van or equipment before or after   

you receive the donation.  

¶ The van and equipment will be available for inspection by appointments only.  

¶ Appointments can be made on Fridays between 1:00 -4:00pm.  

 
No telephone calls please!  

 
A special committee will review the requests anonymously and make a decision by September 22nd. 

If you meet the above mentioned qualifications do not hesitate to respond to this opportunity! 

Please submit your written request to: 

 

Wisconsin Paralyzed Veterans of America 

Attn: Van Donation 

2311 South 108th Street 

West Allis, Wisconsin  53227 
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Social worker Kevin Thomsen grilling WPVA BOD member Larry Ramirez The Physical Therapist Staff 

Dr. Ken Lee, Roxanne Corbeille, Joyce 

Casey-Rec Therapist, Sara Gherke-Rec 

Therapist and Margie Amato. 

Keith Sorensen, Margie Amato, Roxanne 

Corbeille, Dr. Ken Lee 

A happy 40th anniversary cake, can 

�\�R�X���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���L�W�·�V���E�H�H�Q���������\�H�D�U�V 

 40th Anniversary of Milwaukee SCI 

 A  celebration was held at Lake Wheeler in honor of the 40th Anniversary of the Milwaukee Spinal Cord Injury Unit.  Staff members 

from the SCI unit and other departments, current patients, and a WPVA Board member was in attendance.  A luncheon and cake was 

served.  It was an obvious good time as evidenced by the pictures below.  A big Thank you to Keith Sorensen for the wonderful 

pictures.  It is hard to believe that the SCI unit has been there for that many years.  It is wonderful to see the advancements that have 

occurred over the years and we are looking forward to our new SCI unit. A big Thank you to all of the staff for their care and dedica-

tion over these 40 years.  So many patients, past and present,  have progressed because of your caring. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Chancy E. Williamson, WPVA Board Member 

A new federally-funded online survey lets people give input for design in three areas:   Homes, Public Streets and Public Buildings.     The 

survey permits you to evaluate specific design features and say which designs would be helpful to you/useable by you.     I encourage your 

participation in this study, whether or not you have a disability.   Your responses will help architects identify which design features make 

built environments more inclusive and equitable for everyone.   They will also provide information for product development,  and may 

even help make good policy. 

Survey participants do not have to have any particular condition that affects their performance of routine activities.    The researchers 

need to know how effective the  designs presented in these Design Effectiveness surveys  are,  whether or not the participant has any 

particular condition.To participate in the survey, go to http://www.udeworld.com/surveys/built-environment.html 

Shape Future Design Thru Your Input 


